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From: John Marriner
Subject: Storage of Radioactive Material

I want to emphasize the need to properly store radioactive materials.  Radioactive
materials that are stored outdoors are vulnerable to theft.  This is especially true if the
material has a high salvage value, such as copper.  In addition to the potential health risk
to the public, there is also a risk of negative publicity.  Do not assume that materials with
minimal levels of radioactivity do not need to be secured against theft.  Loss of material
with any level of radioactivity will reflect poorly on Fermilab.

I want you all to review the Beams Division procedures for the proper handling of

radioactive materials.  If you are generating radioactive waste, plan your work so you
dispose of it the same day it is generated whenever possible.  If the volume of waste is
small enough, dispose of it in rad-waste barrels.  If the volume of the waste is large,
contact the RSO prior to the generation of the waste.  The RSO will assist you in
preparing the necessary paperwork and following the proper procedures for disposal of
the material.  If radioactive material is to be stored outdoors, the location and method of
storage must be approved by the RSO.  In addition, I am now requiring Division Head
approval to store any radioactive object or precious metal (whether radioactive or not)
outdoors if the weight is less than 500 lbs.

I realize that these rules may cause some inconvenience and some inefficiency.

However, properly storing radioactive materials and/or precious metals, is of the highest
priority, and we will accept program and schedule delays as necessary to avoid any risk
of the loss of these materials.
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